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( ) Bracketed words, figures or ideas are not essential for the candidate to be
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PartA XEKE

AREREYS T E]BIASE / creator economy s A& Gen Z WA AR HEERT ARESENRE
RS - BALEIR - 118 - BRRINSEKEEHRZ E - B parasocial relationship ( E@fRZE )
BSHEERK - B FRAESERFECHAEES "BERER.)  f@REZEFERRFERBELR LR
B XENMEY  REL "EEXE ) REE  BHRFESFEHRG  BERR UEARERSEERE
EWFEE digital literacy - EEIFEARURE - UABASOEMBRIIEEFHEESE -

Part A E% - B L EERI
Text 1
1. (i) pressured (from “pressure” ) (line 5)
fi¢# ©  “pressure begins” (line 5)
TR o L pressured FiE T REIAREETT -

(ii) consumption (line 6)

i ¢ “changed how people consume content online” (line 6) — online content consumption
(iii) connected (from  “connection” ) (line 12 - 13)
i ¢ “forming a connection”  (line 13)

HjFEAAAR - #H connected -
(iv) exhausted (from  “exhaustion” ) (line 16 - 17)
fi¢t8 © “a growing sense of exhaustion” ( paragraph 4 )
AP AR > #H exhausted
b pressure / connection / exhaustion [fiAHE)F30E (FH15r a5y ik aHER]) -
2. B. Uncertain (line 5)
(¢4 ©  “questioning where generosity ends and pressure begins” (line 5) = #hfE " FE vs BEJT | 2 [H]
5T

3. the move/change/shift in how people consume content online (line 6 - 7)
ficiE © “[2] --- has changed how people consume content online. Instead of relying on ads --- creators
now offer exclusive content---” (line 6 - 8 )

4.  B.Paying money is now a common way to feel involved in online communities (line 9 - 15)
fi<i& ©  “paying has become part of participating” (line 9/10) + “forming a connection--- part of a
tight-knit community” (line 13 - 14)

5. C. Supporters feel like they are part of an exclusive group (line 13 - 15)
fi¢tE © “part of a tight-knit community” + “buying a seat at the table” (line 13 - 15)

6. (i) significant— meaningful (line 12 - 13)
(i) united — tight-knit (line 13 - 14)
(iii) burnout — exhaustion ( paragraph4)
(iv) escalate  — snowball (line 20)

7. They ask/request/solicit donations by sharing emotional videos or heartfelt posts (often about emergencies
like rent/medical bills/tuition) to persuade audiences to give.
{(¢#% © “ask for donations--- shared through emotional videos or heartfelt posts” (line 21 - 23)

8. (i) empathy (line 29 - 30)
fiiE ¢ “draw the line between empathy and obligation”™  (line 29 - 30)
(ii) parasocial (paragraph 7 > line 31 -32)
fi¢tE © “These parasocial relationships—one-sided emotional connections---”  ( paragraph 7 )
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(FEH% 5-6 > {H "parasocial | [:EaF S FHAREH RS paragraph 7 © )
(iii) emotionally (line 27 - 28)
fiK#5 @ “feel emotionally close” (line 27 - 28 )
(iv) entanglement (from “entangled” ) (line 28 - 29)
f¢t5 © “support becomes entangled with emotional responsibility”  (line 28 - 29 )
) F-EE e > HUH entanglement FREE T A4 AL -
(v) personal (line 30)
¥ ¢ “has never felt so personal” (line 30)

9. ()T (line28-29)
fictE © “followers may feel guilty--- financial support becomes entangled with emotional responsibility”
(line 28 - 29)
(ii) F (line 32 - 33)
f¢tE © Jason g “Ifelt like I was letting someone down--- I felt bad unsubscribing.” (line 32 - 33) “fN
= relieved (YIREEE ) @ MENIX/EEYZ -
(iii) NG (line 35 - 38)
Natalie Hz7 “T'" drather support:-- than watch ten ads---” (line 35 - 37)> 1758 “should be required”
AR - RITER KBS -

10. loyalty now extends to online spaces / online creators ( line 33 — 34 )
fX#5 ¢ “Loyalty, once reserved for close friends, now stretches across Wi-Fi.” (line 33-34)
- TSR ) BIEE M ELE E (FIA1E streamer/creator HYTZFF) e
AR R (ERAE—)
extends / reaches / spreads / carries over (to the internet)
online creators / streamers / influencers
loyalty / allegiance / devotion

11. (1) M * direct support seems simple/easy (line 37 - 38)
(2) &£ : itis not so simple / complicated (line 37 - 38 ; JREFERTSCEEST EFE )
Kt @ “feels simple” vs  “not sosimple” (line 37 - 38)
it © SERIAERY - B T ERECERSAR o EEEEWBR - T STREERS - SGEE -
AN AR (SRR )
simple — easy / straightforward / effortless
not so simple — complicated / complex / messy / not straightforward
irony — contrast between appearance and reality

12. people feel saying “no” is socially/ethically not acceptable; they feel guilty/pressured (line 41 - 43)
fc#E ¢ “guilt --- saying ‘no’ canfeel --- out of bounds.” (line 41 -43)
it 0 TIEGE BRIUHLHRSR 0 P DA AR LR T
RIS EE R GRS E—)
out of bounds — unacceptable / not allowed / beyond limits / taboo
feelings — guilt / pressure / obligation / discomfort

13. (i) free (para 11 ; line 49)
fiX#5 ¢ “offer free content alongside paid posts”  (line 49 )
it - FEAENFERERENS  BUERNERET]T -
T REZ 5 ¢ free / no-cost (B free £2f2)
(ii) limiting / reducing / controlling (para 11 ; line 49 - 50)
fX#5 ¢ “set monthly budgets to control spending” (line 49 - 50 )
fET © N2 "spending (TEE %), ffi@ " PRI, S2H -
Al IE (BEEHE—) ¢ limiting / reducing / controlling / restricting
(iii) digital (para 12 ; line 51 - 54)
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ficiE @ “digital literacy education” (line 51 - 54)
fifT © & " EES/AYEERERE 0 A2 media literacy (F5# HEIIEZE ) ©
AIREEZINES ¢ digital (Fef@ o AR
(iv) v (“RFEEHX ) (para 13 ; line 55)
fX#5 © “more balanced approach”  (line 55)
fET © ZZEFEEBIERE A - B E P EIEOE -
(v) non-financial (para 13 ; line 56 - 58 )
fi¢t5 ©  “engaging in non-financial ways ---” (line 56 - 58)
it © ZFFA—ERei 0 T IR 2 -
A7 (REBIAEF) ¢ non-financial / non-monetary (%% /] non-financial » £ {EE S0)

14. (i) platforms are ~ “supporting less” in terms of : spending (line 49 - 50)

fiX#5 ¢ “set monthly budgets to control spending --- support less” ~ (line 49 - 50 )
it - TSR = DA PRSI
A% ¢ spending / expenditure (7% spending)

(i) At (EEE—ETA)
offer free content (line 49 )
clearer labels for donation requests ( line 49 )
set monthly budgets to control spending ( line 49 - 50 )
K4 © “offer free content:-- clearer labels:-- set monthly budgets---”  (line 49 - 50)
T+ BEEPENE ~ BN - HE LR - Beea g -
AIREZIUE [FIFRRRET

clearer labels — clearer tagging / clearer notices / transparency labels

set budgets — spending cap / monthly limit / budget tools

15. it helps young people navigate/handle the new online economy and protect mental health + financial stability
(line 51 - 54)
fK#5 ¢ “digital literacy education --- navigate --- protect their mental health and financial stability” (line
51-54)
AT« PR A YE TEE vs B EEIEAESRER -
AR EEREY CEEAE )
navigate — handle / cope with / manage
protect — safeguard / preserve
financial stability — financial well-being / money security

16. support one or two creators only (line 55 - 56) // focus on a few B, engage in non-financial ways (e.g. share
posts / leave comments) ( line 56 - 58 )
f¢t5 ©  “supporting one or two creators”  “non-financial ways” (line 55 - 58 )
it o BV EIFETRIRZS A > B IEE S TN 8l > ekl B SR e -
AN EEERE T CERAE—)
spreading too thin — overcommitting / overstretching / taking on too much
focus on a few — limit to a small number / narrow down

17. generosity should be a choice, not pressure/obligation; support should not harm well-being (line 60 - 62 )
K5 © “generosity --- choice” , “notpressure”  “well-being” (line 60 - 62)
it © SCRFRIEE A ESEUE RN © Haey - SeirECe -
AR ERR Y CEFAE—)
choice — voluntary / freely given
pressure/obligation — coercion / guilt / duty
well-being — mental health / welfare

18. C (line 66 - 68) “set boundaries” + “without sacrificing well-being” (line 66 - 68 )
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19.

20.

(1) support (creators) = give financial/direct support (subscribe/donate/pay) (line 55 - 58)

(2) support (yourself) = protect your own well-being by setting boundaries ( line 60 - 62 ; 66 - 68)

fX#5 © “non-financial ways”  “well-being”  “boundaries” (line 56 - 58 ; 60 - 62 ; 66 - 63 )
AT« ORIk E— © BEAT "SR (BEE ), 7R] TSR EC (BLEBIES )
AR FIERE T (EEAH—)

financial/direct support — pay / subscribe / donate / monetary support

support yourself — self-care / protect yourself / maintain well-being

boundaries — limits / personal limits / boundaries setting 7#:% Gen Z %5745 7RI A G RN g E -

(i) Jason — A (line 32 - 33 ) ”felt bad unsubscribing / letting someone down”
(il) Natalie — C (line 35 - 37 ) “rather support ... than watch ten ads”
(iii) DanielLee = — B (line 44 -47) z¥im "B MRG L/ &ML, HYETE,

(iv) Dr. Alice Tang — F (line 51 - 54) “digital literacy education ... mental health and financial stability”
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Part Bl XEKE

RIRFARA (FRIZFE LR ) BERENREAEGERE  UERZEEEBNY  BERRA
BHIOHE - BRERBNEZRRN - XEHEL - "kidultss (AR ) BIREFR - BIERERSKEE
RE . MBEERT  BREERRWELAFERE ; aRERERNERUEE—DREILEBE - AL AR
G ISR ELS -

BBEBFELM Olivia Tang NEANSE - XERNLEHFNAEERGHREE &fé%fﬁ”ﬂlﬁﬁ—ii
EEI - RN - BRBEBRAEMERAOGKEHERS - BF Yﬁﬁziﬁxﬂ'ﬂﬁ B ARZBIER
ey fgpoEE EEERERE  Zm—LEREIBEIILAXEEBEHE

BENS XNERRBESE  AEENREANLED MEABEZEFTRE . MEN
RRRE - M OEBTEN—ERE , R RBEENHRAR B S 5 E

Part Bl &% « B REERI

Text 2

21. C. General readers interested in consumer trends.

ELTE ~ EERMEEER AR A ST RN ESS - MRPER SR B R & HRENE -

22. () T (line 1: “Toy shops were once mainly for children” )
(i) T (line 3 - 4: “people over 18 are responsible for most of the new toy spending in the U.S., U.K., and parts
of Asia”)
(iii) F (line 4: £k U.S., UK., parts of Asia » [[iJE exclusively Europe )
(iv)NG  (fEHIHEREM “global” Hiias =it FLr i)

23. A. Adults purchasing toys for personal use.
line 1 - 3: “adults are filling their baskets with plush toys, action figures, and complex model kits — and
they’re buying them for themselves”

24. D. promoted
line 8: “Social media has boosted this trend” — F#FACHEEE(EHE / HEH)H- 2L

25. communities
line 9: “earning likes and building communities”

26. (o] —fiE » 2KE para2) 40 :
to reconnect with happy childhood memories (line 6-7)
// for nostalgia (line 6)
// for relaxation (line 6)
// a calming way to unwind after a busy day (line 7-8)

27. B. inform about a growing trend.

B IR — RN — PEELE - BEREREL -

Text 3

28. (1)) T (line 1-2: “wandered into a cozy gift shop during her lunch break”)
(i) T (line 6: “It reminded me of a beloved toy from my childhood”)
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(iii) T (line 7: “Today, Olivia owns over 300 toys” )
(iv) NG (line 10: “colleagues often stop to admire her latest find” — fEEHFEE )

29. impressive/energetic
line 8: “Her apartment is a vibrant display of her collection” -

30. comfort

line 12 - 13: “For some, it’s about building impressive collections; for others, it’s a source of comfort. For
Olivia, it’s a blend of both”

31.(i) diverse (line 16: “Her collection is diverse” — varied )
(ii) treasures  (line 17: “Among her treasures” — prized possessions )
(iii) bargain  (line 19: “a bargain at $20” — thing on sale )

32. B. Stories associated with each toy.
line 21-22 “They mark moments in my life... I can tell you where I got each one and what I was feeling...
They’re like soft memories”

33. GkH para5)
(i) to relax / bring a moment of calm / like a quiet hug
(i1) reduce stress / offer comfort / provide a source of calm in a noisy and uncertain world

34. (i) noisy
(iii)uncertain (line 24: “The world feels noisy and uncertain’)
(iii)aunt (line 29)
(iv) friendships (line 30)

35.(1) 2
(ii) 7
(iii) X
(iv) 5
V)3
(vi) 4
(vii) 6

Text 4

36. collecting toys / adults buying toys for themselves / this hobby
FERIG TRV A B TR T

37. She works in a hospital and coming home to something soft helps her unwind. (line 5-6)

38. Hobbies like collecting toys / collecting toys / this kind of hobby
“It’s not childish — it’s a healthy way to care for yourself.” (line 15)

39. acceptable // fine
“Collecting toys is fine, but you don’t want your home looking like a toy shop.” (line 10-11)
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40. (i) passable (line 13) // fine (line 9)
(ii) passable (line 13 ) // fine (line 9)

41.() C
Text 2 53871400 A TEEISTEAOHISS - Rt —ERUTREIS ¢ In a stressful and
uncertain world, playing with toys is becoming a serious hobby. FLl##i iF/E¥f kidults BEREAYAELE > FEr A
BRI AR TERE THY—E RS HE AV - B A A o] -
(i))A
PLAJREHERERE Olivia AY{E AGEE T8l - Text 3 fERERI R ‘It Started with One Toy’ FE#lLa{E— - EHF
MEEEE SR OTEE AR - FEEHA-E 300 (s - MR A HE A SBUFR T - B
T T EEE), B T emArE ) AV R RS -
(ii))B
Leo #Y forum #5588 FRZEW G H @ — HEMEZUGE LEGO (it helps me relax after work ) > 55—75
T B R B2 AEFE (my sister laughed... ‘You’re not a kid anymore.” Do people think this is weird? ) -
b BRI ] g 2 B B S VB R R, » SR At HYEE SR BT -
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Part B2 XEKE

ERNXEBHXEMA (cultural appropriation ) BA3Z{EfRE ( cultural appreciation ) 7 EHIEMIFRAR -
WA EFPHRNES - KEBRIEEE -

fEEERBY—EREmE " R RERUEFRARETERNAG 1 FLERTRAEEHRES " EL -
BERLUESHHRERCEFRNNE - AR EBANZOBBERENAESE  EXR (SR
AN ) B ES T, - ADRBHRTEE - BRIEE - BRAEE

NERE  AEXMERRERLETERE RAKNSUEERNFE TR KATE - REXLEREREESE -
BFEEE ; Ak - MMHRRIZREL  BREMRZER - 2 IREREPAEE—LIE 7L
BBl SBHRABAEKR "like, FWTE - MIFEIEHKIER -

FEN @I EIHEXIEESR (cultural literacy ) - WiE "#AX(E, BE "HEEE . WAEERZEXE
R - eRAEEAER TABEILMA, - MEEZE TRAEEER,  WMEH—TEEHE - FF
BRI EEE A -

Part B2 ZX - B NEERTS
Text 5

42. (i) the (general) public // socially aware readers (1 mark)
(i1) unacknowledged / inappropriate adoption of cultural expressions (1 mark)
(ii1) contextual understanding, intentional collaboration, and ethical engagement (1 mark)
(iv) A fashion brand using tribal patterns and sacred symbols in a campaign // A luxury fashion house
unveiling a new collection allegedly ‘inspired by tribal aesthetics.’ // Yoga is packaged as a fitness regimen by
instructors with no knowledge of its spiritual lineage. / Natural Black hairstyles are deemed ‘unprofessional’
in workplaces, yet celebrated as ‘edgy’ on white celebrities. // Indigenous motifs become lucrative design
elements while indigenous communities remain economically marginalised. / To don a mass-produced faux
version as a Halloween costume, devoid of any cultural literacy. (1 mark)

43. The phrase suggests that the term "appropriation" is used in a reckless and emotionally explosive way online.
// ' The term “appropriation” causes strong reactions, spreads conflict and often lacks thoughtful understanding.
// Tt implies the word is thrown around online aggressively and carelessly, often causing arguments and
division. // It suggests people use the term as a “weapon” on social media to attack or condemn others. // It
shows the term is used in a way that triggers sudden, heated reactions rather than calm discussion. //It
suggests online discussion becomes loud and polarised once the term is mentioned. // It suggests the term
spreads quickly across platforms and creates conflict wherever it lands. // It suggests the conversation is
highly charged and destructive, like something that “blows up” discussions. // It implies the term is used
indiscriminately online, leading to misunderstanding and hostility. // It shows the topic often becomes divisive,
with people taking sides rather than trying to understand each other. (accept any reasonable answers)

44. Tt means that the sacred symbols are used without understanding or respecting their original cultural or
historical meaning. / Their cultural or historical meaning is removed or ignored. / They are used without
understanding their original significance. // Taken out of their original cultural or religious setting. // The
meaning and importance behind the symbols are lost when used for decoration. // They are removed from
their original culture and used for fashion or trends. (accept any reasonable answers)

45. (i) Cultural appropriation
(i1) Because it shows a double standard where features of marginalised cultures, such as Black hairstyles or
indigenous designs, are criticised in their original context but praised or profited from when adopted by
dominant groups. // Because it is unfair that when Black people wear natural hairstyles, they are seen as
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46.

unprofessional, but when white celebrities do the same, they are praised. Similarly, indigenous patterns are
turned into profit while the communities stay poor. // Because people from dominant cultures are praised or
make money from using things that minority groups are judged for, which is unfair and shows inequality.
(accept any reasonable answers)

®HT
(ii) NG
(iii) F

47. (i) Appreciation: The person understands the cultural significance and wears it respectfully at a tea ceremony.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

// The wearer has contextual understanding and wears it as an act of reverence. //

The person wears it respectfully in a tea ceremony, having learned its cultural meaning. / Wearing it is
presented as ethical engagement based on understanding its significance. / The kimono is worn with respect
because the person has studied its cultural significance. / The example shows appreciation involves learning

the cultural significance before wearing it in a suitable context. (accept any reasonable answers)

(i1) Appropriation: The person wears a faux kimono as a Halloween costume without understanding the
cultural literacy. // Wearing a fake kimono for Halloween without any cultural literacy. / Treating the kimono
as a costume or prop for Halloween rather than respecting its cultural meaning. // Using a mass-produced
imitation and wearing it out of context as a Halloween costume. // Wearing it as a Halloween costume without
understanding its cultural significance. // The example suggests appropriation is using a faux kimono as a

costume with no cultural literacy. (accept any reasonable answers)

(i) benevolent intent

(i1) harmful impact

(ii1) monetise the aesthetic labour
(iv) original

(v) uncredited and uncompensated
(vi) beadwork necklace

Because it reflects broader systems of inequality where dominant cultures routinely extract value from others
without accountability. // Because appropriation is described as systemic because it mirrors long-standing
imbalances in wealth, power, and cultural recognition between groups. // It is systemic as it acts like a
“mirror” of historical asymmetries, showing how dominant cultures continue to profit from others under
unequal conditions. // It shows how rich or powerful people keep using other cultures for their own benefit,
not just one person doing something wrong about the cultures. (accept any reasonable answers)

(i) a slippery slope toward cultural gatekeeping
(i1) adaptation or survival

(iii) Social media

(iv) the influencer economy

(v) (cultivating) cultural literacy as a social ethic

exploitative
(many) social media users // (many) users on social media

(1) weakened - amplified
(ii) right = wrong
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(iii) v/
(iv) thoroughly = poorly // insufficiently // badly
(v) reflection = backlash

54. The algorithm rewards the exotic, not the accurate (;the photogenic, not the profound.)

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

the weight of symbols

It refers to approaching culture with care and reciprocity instead of just asking whether one has the right to
use it. // The effort to share culture responsibly, with care and reciprocity. // Respecting that culture is a living,
breathing inheritance that must be shared with care. // Understanding that culture is not a free-for-all
marketplace, but something to be shared with responsibility.

B

(i) Indigenous communities ->D
(ii) Social media users 2>E
(iii) Fashion brands ->F
(iv) General public ->B
(v) Global influencers ->C

Optimistic + she says cultural exchange “can be enriching for all parties involved” if it is based on respect,
collaboration, and a desire to learn. (Paragraph 17)/ she proposes that education and cultural literacy can
help people engage with culture more responsibly. (Paragraph 15) / she believes culture is “a living,
breathing inheritance” that “can be shared, but only with care and reciprocity.” (Paragraph 16) / she states
that “not every cross-cultural encounter is exploitative”, suggesting that ethical cultural exchange is possible.
(Paragraph 12) //

Pessimistic + she says social media often amplifies outrage rather than dialogue, making meaningful
discussions about culture difficult. (Paragraph 13) / she describes cultural appropriation as a systemic issue
that reflects historical power imbalances. (Paragraph 9) / she says culture is often consumed with entitlement
instead of being shared with care. (Paragraph 12) / she explains that the algorithm “rewards the exotic, not

the accurate,” encouraging superficial cultural use. (Paragraph 14)

*HRACHECNES - WRERTFHNEKREES - RItEHESOEEERMHOERMARE RSO BRE
Mo BERNZHREZHEER - BITNEEFSENSH - LEHLE CaIER&RIEKE -
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Our Mock Paper 1 Reading Cutting Scores vs DSEs

%3 DSE 1835 2026

PefTERE R e OBy G—REEG B by
Our range DSE 2025 DSE 2024 DSE 2023 DSE 2022
(Total score) BERAKE A | BRKEA | EBRKE A | BERKE A
Level 2 >25.0% AR R TRA 29% 28%
Level 3 >38.0% 41% 47% 45% 40%
Level 4 >49.5% 58% 59% 62% 57%
Level 5 > 60.5% 72% 67% 77% 72%
Level 5* >75.0% 78% 73% 82% 75%
Level 5** >82.2% 87% 80% 89% 83%
HFPRA:
A https://www.notesity.hk/blog/posts/dse-english-cut-oft-score/#2025
Our Mock Paper 2 Writing Cutting Scores vs DSEs
PG AR E S CES N & _5EE RS
DSE 2025 DSE 2024 DSE 2023 DSE 2022
Our range e e e e
BRE A | BRKE A | BRKE A | ERRE A
Level 2 | 6-10 marks > 28.6% gLt AR gLt SRR
Level 3 11-12 marks > 52.4% >48% >49% >50% >53.8%
Level 4 13-15 marks > 62.0% >62% >74% >67.8% >67.3%
Level 5 16-17 marks > 76.2% >74% >76% >76.7% >79.8%
Level 5* | 18-19 marks > 85.7% >80% >83% >86.1% >83.7%
Level 5** | 20-21 marks > 95.2% >82% >86% >88.3% >89.4%
B E:

A https://www.notesity.hk/blog/posts/dse-english-cut-off-score/#2025

KIERABERSHE  AEREBENEXORR—B BEE R ER T ARE - LB EE
EEL R EHIENXES BRSO BEERE LLERHIEA K - BT AER » EulEis
WhatsApp &3 : 61125953 o

The Mock Exam has been intentionally designed with a higher level of difficulty. While the
grading scales and cutting scores align with that of the past four years of the HKDSE, both the
question setting and marking standards are more rigorous. This approach aims to better prepare
students for the actual examination, where their final HKDSE results may potentially be one level
higher than in this mock exam. For any inquiries, please feel free to contact us via WhatsApp at
6112 5953.
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